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No'rES ON SOME LOGAN COUN'ry BIRDS
By MR. and MRS. EARL W. GLANDON
For many years past we have been students of bird life, but it was
not until during the past year that we started to make a formal list of
the birds that we have seen in the vicinity of Stapleton, Logan County.
Therefore many of these records are from memory only, and the definite
dates have not been preserved. There are a few birds on our list that
we have not personally seen, but concerning which we do have reliable
information that they have occurred here. Our list to date follows:
1. Lesser Common Loon (Ga'Via immer elasson). Very rare migrant.
We have only one record. One was shot in October, 1932, by B. R.
Gould, a grocer in Stapleton. The bird was mistaken for a goose by a
party of hunters at Tarbox Lake, seven miles northeast of Stapleton.
Mr. Frank Hanes, a local taxidermist, who lived at Cody Lake, fourteen
miles north of Stapleton, mounted the bird and it is now on display
here. It has a wing 331.5 mm. long and the culmen is 69.5 mm. long.
Prof. M. H. Swenk states that these measurements indicate a small
example of G. i. elasson, probably a female.
2. Common Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps podiceps). Common
summer resident.
3. White Pelican (Peleranus erythrorhynchos). Rare migrant. We have
seen specimens that were shot at Cody Lake and mounted by Mr. Hanes.
4. Great Blue Heron (A rdea herodias subsp.). Common summer resident.
5. Little Blue Heron (Florida caerulea caerulea). Very rare straggler.
We are not quite sure that the Little Blue Heron should be included in
this list. Mr. Glandon saw one of these herons, and identified it beyond
question, in a swamp near Pleasanton, Buffalo County, many years ago.
Again, in the autumn of 1932, while driving along the highway about
six mIles southwest of Stapleton, he noticed perhaps five or six herons
in the branches of a huge cottonwood tree. As he approached they took
flight, but returned to the tree as soon as he had passed. He was not
near enough to distinguish coloring or markings well, but because of
their size and general appearance, concluded that they would not fit
with any other species than this one.
6. American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus). Very common summer
resident. Nests here.
7. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis subsp.). Common migrant.
8. Lesser Snow Goose (Chen hyperborea hyperborea). Rare mIgrant,
according to statements of local sportsmen.
9. Common Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos). Abundant
migrant and casual nester here.
10. Common Black Duck (Anas rubripes trislis). Rare migrant. During the open season of 1932, while hunting five miles west of Stapleton,
Mr. Glandon shot two ducks which he took to be female Mallards.
When he examined them more closely later he found that the general
coloring was darker and that the bill and feet were wholly dusky instead
-31-

32

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

of the bright orange-red feet and more or less orange bill of the Mallard. Several months later he found a description by Forbush that
fitted these ducks so well that he felt certain that there could be no
doubt but that they were Common Black Ducks. They were in a little
open water surrounded by thin ice. There were five in the flock. That
fall he believed that he saw others in flight, but had not seen any during
previous years, nor has he seen any since.
11. Baldpate (Martea americana). Rare migrant. Mr. Glandon shot
one occasionally several years ago, but cannot be sure that he has seen
one in the last few years.
12. American Pintail (Dafila acuta tzitzihoa). Abundant migrant and
casual nester here.
13. Green-winged Teal (Nettion carolinense). Very common migrant.
14. Blue-winged Teal (Querquedula discors). Very common migrant
and casual nester here.
15. Shoveller (Spatula clypeata). Common migrant and casual nester
here.
16. Redhead (Nyroca americana). Uncommon migrant. We see them
occasionally during the spring migration, but do not know that one has
been taken here for several years.
17. Canvas-back (Nyroca valisneria). Same as preceding species.
18. Lesser Scaup (Nyroca a/finis). Common migrant.
19. Northern Ruddy Duck (Erismatura jamaicensis rubida). Rare migrant. We have seen a specimen shot at Cody Lake and mounted by
Mr. Hanes.
20. Red-tarled Hawk (Buteo borealis subsp.). Common winter resident.
21. American Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lag opus s. johannis). Common winter resident.
22. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos canadensis). Common resident.
23. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucoaphalus subsp.). Common resident.
24. Marsh Hawk (Circus hudsonius). Common resident. Probably
nests here.
25. Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus). Winter resident. During the
winter of 1933-34 Mr. Glandon saw several of these falcons, or else a
few individuals were seen many times, on the tableland south of Stapleton. Usually they were seen on fence posts and when one was approached it flew straight away with rapi'd wing beats, occasionally varied
by a short glide, not rising much higher than the post it had left.
26. Pigeon Hawk (Falco columbarius subsp.). Uncommon visitor. We
see one chasing through our trees now and then.
27. Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius subsp.). Very common summer
resident. May nest here.
28. Greater Prai:rie Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido americanus). Common resident and nester.
29. Prai:rie Sharp-tailed Grouse (Pedioecetes phasianellus campestris).
Becoming rare. Resident and breeder.
30. Bob-white (Colinus virginianus subsp.). Uncommon resident and
nester. This bird has almost disappeared here. Every spring we see a
few. One pair came into the edge of the village every year for a period,
but we have not heard nor seen them now for two springs.
31. Ring-necked Common Pheasant (Phasianlls colchicus torquatus).
Abundant resident. Nests here.
32. Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis tabida). Uncommon migrant.
33. Northern American Coot (Fulica americana americana). Abundant
summer resident. Nests here.
34. Northern Killdeer (Oxyechus vociferus vociferus). Abundant summer resident. Nests here.
35. Wilson Snipe {Capella delica/a}. Common summer resident. Possible nester.
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36. Southern Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus americanusj.
Uncommon summer resident. Nests here. Mr. Glandon has seen several in the lake country of McPherson County. Mr. Hanes has seen
them at Cody Lake in this county.
37. Upland Plover (Bartramia longicauda). Common summer resident.
Nests here.
38. Spotted Sandpiper (A ctitis macularia). Common summer resident.
May nest here.
39. Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria subsp.). Common in migrations.
40. Western Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatus). Uncommon migrant. Mr. Glandon saw a few of these birds during the spring
migration in 1933.
41. Lesser Yellow-legs (Totanus fla'Vipes). Common migrant.
42. Avocet (Recur'Virostra americana). Uncommon migrant. We saw
mounted specimens, shot by Mr. Hanes at Cody Lake.
43. Wilson Phalarope (Steganopus tricolor). Uncommon mi'grant. Mr.
Glandon has seen them occasionally during the spring migration; however, not every year
44. Franklin Gull (Larus pipixcan). Common migrant.
45. American Black Tern (Chlidonias nigra surinamensis). Very common summer resident. Probably nests here.
46. Western Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macrou,'a marginella). Abun-.
dant summer resident. Nests here.
47. Eastern Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus americanus).
Very common summer resident. Nests here.
48. Barn Owl (Tyto alba pratincola). Common resident. Nests here.
49. Screech Owl (Otus asio subsp.). Very common resident and
breeder.
50. Western Horned Owl (Bubo 'Virginianus occidentalis). Common
resident. Seen and heard calling at night in a cottonwood grove. Almost every year one to several are captured here.
51. Western Burrowing Owl (Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea). Common
summer resident and nester.
52. Sennett Nighthawk (C/tordeiles minor sennetti). Very common
summer resident. Breeds here.
53. Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris). UnCOmmO!l
or casual summer visitor. We see from one to a few in our yard now
and then, but not every year.
54. Eastern Belted Kingfisher (Megaeeryle alcyon alcyon) , Common
summer resident. May nest here.
55. Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker (Colaptes auratus luteus). Very
common summer resident and breeder.
56. Common Red-shafted Flicker (Colaptes cafer collaris). Uncommon
summer resident. Occasionally at the bird bath and among the trees
about our yard. Not known to nest here.
57. Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus). Abundant
summer resident. Nests here.
58. Lewis Woodpecker (Asyndesmus lewis). Very rare winter resident .
. One wintered at Shadonix farm seven miles south of Stapleton in
1933-34 (antea, ii, pp. 5-6).
59. Eastern Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates 'Villosus 'Villosus). Very
common resident. Probably nests here.
60. Northern Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubeseens medianus).
Abundant resident.
61. Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus) , Very abundant summer
resident. Nests here.
62. Arkansas Kingbird (Tyrannus 'Verticalis). Very abundant summer
resident. Nests here.
63. Northern Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus boreus). Rare
migrant. One in the yard under the spray a few years ago.
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64. Alder Traill Flycatcher (Empidanax traillii traillii). Summer resident. One seen ten miles south of Stapleton in the summer of 1933.
Mr. Glandon believes that he has seen these little flycatchers other times
also.
65. Saskatchewan Horned Lark (Otacaris alpestris enthymia). Very
abundant resident. Nests here.
66. Common Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia riparia). Abundant summer resident. Nests here.
67. Barn Swallow (Hirunda erythrogaster). Abundant summer resident. Nests here.
68. Northern Blue Jay (Cyanocilla cristata cristata). Very abundant
summer resident. Nests here.
69. Amerrcan Magpie (Pica pica hudsonia). Common summer resident.
Nests here.
70. Eastern Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos). Abundant
resident. Nests here.
71. Pinon Jay (Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus). Uncommon visitor. Almost every year a small flock appears in the fall or spring and stays a
few weeks.
72. Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadee (Penthestes atricapillus septentrionalis). Abundant resident. Nests here.
73. Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch (Silla carolinensis carolinensis).
Common winter resident.
74. Eastern Brown Creeper (Certhia familiaris americana). Common
winter resident.
75. Western House Wren (Troglodytes aiidon parkmanii). Common
summer resident. Casually nests here.
76. Long-billed Marsh Wren (Telmatodytes palustris subsp.). Common
summer resident. Nests here.
77. Western Mockingbird (Mimus polyglollos leucopterus). Common
summer resident. Nests here
78. Catbird (Dumetalla carolinensis). Very common summer resident
Nests here.
79. Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum). Very common summer resident. Nests here.
80. Eastern Robin (Turdus migratorius migratorius). Very abundant
summer resident. Nests here.
81. Olive-backed Swainson Thrush (HylocicMa ustulata s<wainsoni,i.
Abundant migrant.
82. Veery (HylocicMa fuscescens fsalicicola). Common migrant.
83. Eastern Common Bluebird (Sialia sialis sialis). Common summer
resident. Nests here.
84. American Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrula pallidiceps).
Common migratory visitor.
Common migratory
85. Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum).
visitor.
86. White-rumped Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides). Very common summer resident. Nests here.
87. Red-eyed Vireo (Fireo olivaceus). Common summer resident.
Nests here.
88. Black and White Warbler (Mniotilta varia). Common mrgrant.
89. Tennessee Warbler (Fermivora peregrina). Common migrant.
90. Eastern Yellow Warbler (Dendroica aestiva aestiva). Very common. May nest here.
91. Eastern Myrtle Warbler (Dendroica coronata coronata). Very common migrant.
92. Black-poll Warbler (Dendroica striata). Common migrant.
93. Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus). Common mrgrant.
94. Grinnell Common Water-Thrush (Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis).
Uncommon migrant.
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95. Maryland Yellow-throat (Geothlypis trichas subsp.). Commonsummer resident. Nests here.
96. Long-tailed Chat (Icteria virens longicauda). Common migrant.
97. Wilson Pileolated Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla pusilla). Common
migrant.
9S. American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilta). Common migrant.
99. English House Sparrow (Passer domesticus domesticus). Very abundant resident and nester.
100. Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). Abundant summer resident.
Nests here.
101. Eastern Common Meadowlark (Sturnelta magna magna). Summer
resident. Nests here. Keeps to the low grounds and damp meadows
and has a call that we describe as "s'Weet-tee-oo", the "sweet" on an
ascending note and the "tee-oo" on a descending note, drawn out and
slurred.
102. Western Meadowlark {Sturnelta neglecta}. Very abundant summer resident and nester on the uplands.
103. Yellow-headed Blackbird {Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus}. Abundant summer resident. Nests here.
104. Red"winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus subsp.). Very abundant summer resident. Nests here.
105. Orchard Oriole {Icterus spurius}. Very common summer resident.
Nests here.
106. Baltimore Oriole (Ictertls galbula). Abundant summer resident.
Nests here.
107. Bullock Oriole {Icterus bultocki}. Rare summer visitor. On a
very hot afternoon during the summer of 1933, we were watching from
the window as various birds came to bathe in the spray on the lawn.
Mrs. Glandon discovered an oriole that was different from either of the
preceding spe~ies. It stayed for some time and was only a few feet
from the window so we had an excellent chance to study it, and identify
it as the Bullock Oriole. We believe we may have seen other specimens,
but cannot say positively.
lOS. Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus). Common visitor in fall
and winter.
109. Brewer Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus). Very common summer resident.
110. Bronzed Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula aeneus). Very common summer resident. Nests here.
111. Cowbird (Molothrus ater subsp.). Very abundant summer resident.
112. Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak (Hedymeles melanorephalus papago). Very common summer resident. Nests here.
113. Western Blue Grosbeak (Guiraca caerulea inter/usa). Common
summer resident. Nests here.
114. Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena). Rare migrant. During the
spring migration of 1933, probably in May, Mrs. Glandon discovered
one or two of these buntings in wild grass and on a post not far from
the house. The following forenoon a flock of eight or ten were in the
back yard on the lawn, fence and in the alley. Here we had an excellent
chance to study them for about an hour.
115. Dickcissel (Spiza americana). Abundant summer reSIdent. Nests
here.
116. Evening Grosbeak (Hesperiphona vespertina subsp.). Very rare
migrant. During October of 1933. Mrs. Glandon heard strange bird
notes whIle walking about the yard. We positively identified this bird
as the author. It was eating the seeds of the ash trees. This was the
only one we have seen
117. Cassin Purple Finch (Carpodacus cassinii). Rare migrant. During the spring migration of 1933, Mrs. Glandon saw one of these finches
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and heard its notes, one forenoon. We did not identify it at that time,
but in Octobel;" of that year, at the same time that the Evening Grosbeak
appeared, two males, one immature, and one female stayed for about a
week, eatin~ seeds from the ash trees and visiting the bird bath.
118. Pale' American Goldfinch fSpinus tristis pallidus}. Very abundant
resident. Nests here.
119. Arctic Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus arcticus). Abundant
migrant.
120. Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys). Very common summer
resident. Nests here.
121. Western Grasshopper Sparrow (A mmodramus savannarum bimaculatus). 'Common summer resident. Nests here.
122. Western Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus strigatus). Very
common summer resident. Nests here.
123. Eastern Slate-colored Junco (Junco hyemalis hyemalis). Very common migrant.
.
124. Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea subsp.). Common winter resident.
125. Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina subsp.). Common migrant.
126. Western Field Sparrow (Spizella pus ilia arenacea). Common summer resident. Nests here.
127. Harris Sparrow (Zonolrichia guerula). Common migrant. On a
few occasions we have identified these large sparrows. We believe it
has always been during spring migration. We generally see them in
the garden or other open plots, not among the trees.
128. Gambel Sparrow (Zonotrichia gambelii). Common migrant. Probably also includes the White-crowned Sparrow (Z. leucophrys).
129. White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrit-hia albicollis). Common migrant.
130. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia subsp.). Common migrant.
131. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus subsp.). Very abundant
winter resident. Found feeding with Saskatchewan Horned Larks during the winter, principally in open fields. During the snow storm in
February, 1934, great numbers of them were observed feeding on patches
swept clear of snow in the fields.
.
132. Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus). Commonly seen
in winter.

Since the above list was completed and sent in for publication, during
the spring of 1934 we have identified four additional species of birds in
the Stapleton vicinity. These are the following:
1. Whooping Crane (Crus americana). On March 16, 1934, Mrs. Glandon saw a flock of eight cranes flying low over our yard. They were
white in color, with black tipped wings. Their notes were similar to the
tremolo notes of the Sandhill Crane. They were directly overhead when
first seen, and soon disappeared behind some trees.
2. Greater Yellow-legs (Tolanus melanoleucus). Uncommon migrant.
3. Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides). Uncommon migrant.
4. Shufeldt Oregon Junco (Junco oreganus shu/eldti). Common migrant.
This brings the Logan County list to 136 birds. Logan County, Nebraska, is located along the mid-southern boundary of the Sandhill Region of Nebraska, a little west of the geographic center of the state,
about midway between the 100th and 101st degrees of longitude and the
41st and 42nd degrees of latitude. Physiographically it is on the line
of tension between the sandhills and the prairies, its northern portion
being sandhills and its southern portion prairie. The headwaters of the
South Loup River cross the southern part of the county.
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The European Starling at Red Cloud, Webster County.-Early in October of 1933, an European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris) appeared
in this locality. Though its identity was suspected from the first, it was
so shy that a positive identification was difficult. After having been
notIced in this vicinity for several days, on October 13 it was found
dead by our pool. The cause of its death is unknown, as no injury was
evident upon an examination of its body. With the finding of the dead
bird, all doubt as to its identity was removed. This record antedates
that of Mr. Stipsky from Hooper, Nebraska (antea, ii, p. 5), and becomes
the seventh Nebraska record for the speci:es, while Mr. Stipsky's becomes the eighth.-MRs. GEORGE W. TRINE, Red Cloud, Nebr.
The Ninth Nebraska Record of the European StarIing.-On February
24, 1934, two young men from near Ithaca, Saunders County, brought a
bird to Mr. Arthur Anderson, who identified it as the European Starling
(Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris). After having the identification of the bird,
the young men took it to a man at the printing office. However, when
I went there to see it on February ~6, i was (llsappointed to find that in
trying -to transfer the bird from one box to another it had gotten out,
and the man in the printing office had opened the door and allowed it to
escape. He said "it was such a pretty bird that he did not like to see it
die." This record constitutes, I believe, the ninth record of this bird for
Nebraska. They seem to be coming in rather fast now.-MISS MARY ST.
MARTIN,

WallO OJ Nebr.

The First Record Specimen for Nebraska of the Caspian Tern.-On
May 5, 1893, Dr. F. L. Riser shot a CaspIan Tern (Hydroprogne caspia imperator) at the Capitol Beach salt basin west of Lincoln. This was the
first record of the species for the state. It was originally recorded by
Prof. Bruner in his "Some Notes on Nebraska Birds" (Rept. Nebr. State
Hort. Soc., 1896, p. 60) simply as "Lincoln, spring 1893 (Dr. F. L,. Riser)."
In Bruner, Wolcott and Swenk's "Preliminary Review of the Birds of
Nebraska," published in 1904 (p. 20), a little more information regarding the record is given in the statement: "Our only record is of a specimen shot at Salt lake, near Lincoln, May 5, 1893, by F. L. Riser, and now
in the Wesleyan University collectIon." Prof. M. H. Swenk informs me
that this specimen was secured by Prof. Bruner shortly thereafter, and
for several years it was kept in his office in Mechanic Arts Hall, but
about 1919 when an effort was made to locate this specimen, it was not
to be found. Recently, I discovered a very dirty and greasy mounted
specimen of the Caspian Tern i:n the Department of Z"6oWgy'*"the'
University, which Prof. Swenk recognized with certainty as the specimen
collected by Dr. Riser in 1893. I cleaned and degreased the specimen,
whieh will now be placed for permanent preservatIon in the University
of Nebraska Museum. It presents the following measurements in millimeters: Wing, 414; tail, 152; tarsus,43; culmen, 68.5; depth of bi:II at
base, 22.-GEORGE E. HUDSON, Dept. Zoology and Anatomy, Univ. 0/ Nebr.,
Lincoln, Nebr.

Some 1917 Bird Records.-Recently, in searching over myoid bird
notes, I found the exact date on which I saw the Bewick Wren (Thryomanes bewickii subsp.) in a hackberry tree near my house at Seward,
Seward County, Nebraska, which date had been reported from memory
as about April of 1918 (Swenk, antea, i, p. 100). It was really on May 2,
1917. Reviewing my notes, taken at the time, makes me more positive
than ever that my Identification of the bird was correct. I wish also to
report that on June 5, 1917, Mrs. H. C. Johnston and I, with others, saw
the Eastern Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus) several
times in Griffen's pasture, five miles east of Superior, Nuckolls County.
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This was my first observation of this species, but I think Mrs. Johnston
had previously observed it at Superior. This record comes between the
finding of the first Bewick Wren at Superior, in the spring of 1925, and
the finding of the first nest of the Eastern Carolina Wren there, on June
10, 1928 (I. C., pp. 100-101). The year 1917 was ornithologically a lucky
one for me, for it was on May 13, 14 and 15 of that year that I had two
male and two female Cape May Warblers (Dendroica tigrina) in the same
hackberry tree in which I saw the Bewick Wren earlier in the month.MRS. L. H. McKILLIP, Seward, Nebr.
Records of the Red Phalarope and American Scoter from Cherry
County, Nebraska.-On October 15, 1921, I shot a specimen of the Red
Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) on Dads Lake, south of Wood Lake, in
Cherry County, Nebraska. This bird is now in my collection, and according to Prof. M. H. Swenk forms the first definite record of the species
for Nebraska. On October 21, 1930, I shot an American Scoter (Oidemia
americana) about thirty miles south of Wood Lake, in Cherry County,
that being the first time I had seen this duck in Nebraska. Prof. Swenk
informs me that there are only one or two previous records of it for the
state. On October 15, 1933, I shot an Avocet (Recurvirostra americana)
in the same general region, that being the first time I had noted this
species in Nebraska.-H. B. CONOVER, Chicago, Ill.
The Desert Sparrow Hawk in Lincoln County in November.-On or
about November 18, 1933, a male Sparrow Hawk was caught alive in a
barn near here. It was brought to me while it still was alive, but it
died on the night of November 19. The specimen being in very good
condition, on the following day I sent it to Prof. M. H. Swenk at Lincoln,
who informed me that it was an almost typical specimen of the Desert
Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius phalaena), in the winter plumage. The
specimen was preserved by Prof. Swenk. While Sparrow Hawks migrate
abundantly each April and October through all parts of Nebraska, and
breed sparingly in suitable situations over the state, they also occasionally are to be found during the winter in most sections of Nebraska.
This specimen indicates that at least some of such occasional wintering
individuals of this species in western Nebraska are the Desert Sparrow
Hawk, of which there are as yet relatively few definite records in the
state, as was shown by Prof. Swenk in the October, 1933, number of the
Nebraska Bird Review (i, pp. 130-133).-WILSON TOUT, North Platte, Nebr.
The Platte River as a Migration Route for Birds.-Apparently there
are two different routes that birds may follow to reach eastern Wyoming
from the south, one being through New Mexico and· Colorado into
Wyoming, and the other through Kansas to Nebraska and then up the
Platte River and its north branch to Wyoming.
One bird that I believe comes into Wyoming along the Platte River
is the Eastern Least Tern (Sterna antillarum antillarum). The first record
for the bird in this state was of the one seen at Torrington, Wyoming,
by the writer, on June 11, 1929. Eight or ten seen by Dr. J. W. Scott
at Fort Laramie on June 25, 1932, constitute the second record. In 1933,
four were seen near Torrington on May 27, and on a drive down the
river on May 29 I saw several in Nebraska, between Scottsbluff and
the state line. This bird has been seen only along the river. Forster
Terns (Sterna forsteri) and American Black Terns (Hydrochelidon nigra
surinamensis) were observed at reservoirs quite a distance south of the
river, but no Eastern Least T-erns. This tendency to stay close to the
Platte River is what leads me to believe that they follow this river all
the way from the Missouri River to Wyoming.
Another bird that follows this route into Wyoming is the American
Herring Gull (Larus argentatus smithsonianus). In May of the years 1931,
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1932, and 1933, many of these birds were seen patrolling the river, with
the Ring-billed Gulls (Larus delawarensis), in search of food. This habit
would naturally lead the birds to follow the North Platte River from
Nebraska into Wyoming. Since there are no records for the American
Herring Gull in New Mexico, it follows that they do not use the direct
route from the south. There are several records from Colorado, but all
are from near the South Platte River or its tributaries. Do these birds
enter and leave Colorado via the South Platte River?
Because of the more favorable climate at lower altitudes, birds could
migrate north through Kansas, to the Platte River in Nebraska, follow
the North Platte into Wyoming and reach here earlier than those
migrating along the base of the front range of the Rocky Mountains.
By comparing records for Cheyenne and Torrington, Wyoming, I find
evidence that this has been done, but it is almost impossible to prove
anything.-OTTo MCCREARY, Univ. of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyo.
A Recent and Former Occurrences of the Whooping Crane in Saskatchewan and North Dakota.*-Apropos of the article on "The Present
Status of the Whooping Crane" in the October number of the Nebraska
Bird Review (i, pp. 111-129), a note in the Western Sportsman, Bismarck,
North Dakota, for October, 1933 (p. 14), reports that although "according to all rules and regulations the Whooping Crane should be extinct,
a few of the big birds persist in bobbing up in North Dakota each
season", and also that "C. M. Bryant, the old-timer of St. John, reported
seeing a flock of about twenty-five near that town on April 18, 1933.
Charlie knows his stuff, and his identification was so accurate that there
can be no question of the identity of the birds seen by him. This is the
largest number that has been reported in recent years." The Western
Sportsman requests hunters to "keep your eyes open for these exceedingly
rare and beautiful birds this fall", and adds that it will "deeply appreciate immediate notification of the appearance of Whooping Cranes
within the state (of North Dakota) this season. These birds, with their
immense size, their snow-white plumage and black wing-tips, and their
typical crane flight and call, cannot possibly be mistaken by anyone
within a shotgun range of them, and there can be no excuse for killing
the last few birds of a noble race."
When I went to North Dakota shooting in the early 1880's, I used to
see a good many Whooping Cranes, sometimes eight or ten together,
but most generally there would not be more than four. I have two fine
mounted specimens of this bird. One very large one was shot out of a
flock at Buffalo Lake, which is about twenty miles north and a little
east of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. This was about 1904 or 1905. It
was just at dusk, and my companion and I were returning to our camp
after a day's duck shooting, when suddenly a great clamor was just
over our heads and my companion seized his gun and fired without really
knowing what he was shooting at. I could only estimate that the flock
may have been of seven to nine birds-it may have been of ten or twelve
-as it was pretty dark. But this great big fellow came down with a
broken wing, and we had quite a time gathering him into the boat.
I saw one of these birds about midway between Saskatoon and Dundern, Saskatchewan, October 3, 1927, and learned of one killed by a
farmer near Estavan, Saskatchewan, on October 29 of the same year, as
recorded in the /luk, xlv, pp. 202-203, April, 1928.-WILLIAM B. MERSHON,
Saginaw, Mich.

* This note on the Whooping Crane in Saskatchewan and North Dakota
is included in this number of the Review as supplemental to the extended
article on that bird in the October, 1933, number.-Ed.
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EDITORIAL PAGE
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS
As announced in the January number of the Review, the Thirty-fifth
Annual Meeting of the N. O. U. will be held in the Joslyn Memorial at
Omaha on May 18, 1934, followed on May 19 by our Thirty-second
Annual Field Day. Plans for these occasions are proceeding rapidly.
It i's planned to assemble for registration at 10 :00 A. M. in a room in
the Memorial that has been assigned to us for our exhibit, and to hold
the annual business meeting in the Lecture Hall near by, before noon.
Following the luncheon hour, it is planned to make a tour of the Joslyn
Memorial at 1 :30 P. M., again assembling in the Lecture Hall at 2 :00
P. M. to hear an address of welcome by Mayor Towl of Omaha, and the
address of our retiring President, Mrs. L. H. McKillip, after which a
program of papers will occupy the time until 4:15 P. M., when Mr.
Victor Overman of Omaha will lecture on Nebraska wild flowers, illustrating his talk with slides showing hi's many wonderful photographs
of living wild flowers. In the program it is expected to make appropriate recognition of the fact that about a century ago Prince Maximilian
of Wi'ed passed up and again down the Missouri River, along the eastern
boundary of our state, observing the birds and recording his observations of them between April 26 and May 13, 1833, and May 5 and 14,
1834. The afternoon program will end at 5:00 P. M., and the annual
N. O. U. banquet will be held at six o'clock sharp at the Knights of
Columbus Club, 2027 Dodge Street, almost directly across the street
from the Joslyn Memorial. Plates will be seventy-five cents each. Immediately following the banquet we will enjoy a talk by Mrs. R. E.
Chesebrough of Omaha, well known as a radio speaker, after WhICh a
return will be made to the Lecture Hall in the Joslyn Memorial to view
several reels of moving pictures of birds. A recess will be taken at
8:30 P. M. to permit those who so desire to attend a concert being given
at that hour by the Matinee Musicale of Omaha in the Concert Hall of
the Joslyn Memorial. The Joslyn Memorial is located between 22nd and
24th Streets on Dodge, just west of the Central High School. Several of
Omaha's leading hotels are located within a few blocks of the Memorial.
In a room in the Joslyn Memorial close by the Lecture Hall there will
be on exhibit, from 10:00 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. on Friday and Saturday,
a display of devices for attracting "birds to the home, such as bIrd boxes,
feeding trays and bird baths, provided through the courtesy of our
N. O. U. member, Mr. Dana Anderson of St. Edward. The series of
water-color bird paintings that have been prepared by Miss Iva B. Swenk
for the projected, but now temporarily latent, monograph of the Fringillidae of Nebraska, will also be represented by the dIsplay of a selection
of a dozen or more subjects. Through the courtesy of the Omaha Public
Library, there will be an exhibit of bird books, including Audubon's
Birds 0/ America, and Alexander Wilson's American Ornithology, as well as
other more recent books on ornithology. Bird photographs will also be
shown, and N. O. U. members are invited to contribute to thIS exhibit.
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The Field Day will be held in the Fontenelle Reserve on Saturday,
May 19, and additional field trips to include the heronries of Great Blue
Herons and Black-crowned Night Herons on the Gifford Estate will also
Irkely be taken, late on Saturday or on Sunday, May 20.
When the mimeographed Letters 0/ In/ormation of our organization was
started early in 19115, the impelling idea was that it should be made to
serve as a medium of intercommunication among our members, in telling
each what the other was doing in bird study and what birds were being
seen, as well as keeping a current record of the seasonal migrations of
the birds. The Letters gradually grew in popularity and length, as well as
in the scientific value and importance of some of the included data,
until, after eight years of the Letters, it became obviously desirable to
l'eplace them with a recognized form of publication to form a permanent
record, and thus the Nebraska Bird Review came to be started. While the
L. O. I. was being published the thought was for the immediate needs
only, and the mimeographed edition of each letter was, for purposes of
economy, made to conform closely with the current N. O. U. membership and mailing list, no extra or duplicate copies being prepared or
preserved. This is now to be regretted, for during the past few years
there has been a considerable demand from libraries for complete sets of
the Letters 0/ In/ormation, and. these unfortunately cannot be furnished.
All members with complete sets should have them bound for permanent
preservation, either in their own library or else in the library of some
public institution, where they always wi:ll be available for reference.
Mr. Wilson Tout of North Platte has recently made a suggestion in
regard to the series of articles entitled "A Brief Synopsis of the Birds
of Nebraska" that was begun in the July number of the Review with the
loons and continued in the October number with the grebes, to the effect
that "it would be a good thing to indicate at the close of each of these
articles which group will appear in the next issue, so that any of us who
have late records can send them right in." The plan is to take up the
families of birds, one after another, in the exact sequence of the fourth
(1931) edition of the A. O. U. Check-List 0/ North American Birds. Knowing this, members can anticipate the groups that will be the subject of
each next succeeding article in the series, and all recent records in such
groups will be most warmly welcomed by the editor.
In this column a year ago (antea, i, p. 17) comment was made on the
excessive amount of cutting of trees then going on everywhere in Nebraska, and quotation was made from a letter written by Mr. J. E.
Stipsky of Hooper in transmitting his report for 1932 on the nests, eggs
and young birds that he found in his neighborhood that season. Mr.
Stipsky has recently transmitted his report on birds nesting for 1933,
and again comments: "I am sorry to report that my territory was
ruined this year and also for next year. The old river bed next to the
town was drained, and to do this a large number of trees was cut down
and practically all of the underbrush alongside of the old river bed was
removed. In doing this many nests were destroyed. In other places
the trees are being cut down for fire-wood, and they are also cleaning
up a lot of underbrush, so it looks like there will not be many birds in
my territory next year." It is estimated that probably six million trees
have been cut in Nebraska during the past two years. It is patent that
we cannot continue thus cutting more and more trees and shrubbery,
and not plant anew, unless we expect to return the Nebraska prairies
to their original bleak treelessness and paucity or lack of woodland
birds, thus undoing the constructive work of the pioneers who planted
many of the trees that have recently been cut. The correct movement to encourage "the planting of a tree for every stump" is a most
worthy one.
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The months of January and February in 1934 continued to be warmer
than normal and mostly dry and bright, as during the fall and early
winter season of 1933. Over the state as a whole January was decidedly
warm, with an average temperature of 31.5° F., which is 9.0° higher
than the normal, and which has been exceeded only four times since
1876. It was, however, slightly (1.4°) lower than for January, 1933.
At Lincoln, on January 27, the maximum temperature was 68° F. and
on January 23 it was 62° F., while maximum temperatures of over 60°
F. occurred during January throughout the state except in the four
extreme northwestern counties. At four places in southern Nebraska
the thermometer reached 70° F. during January. The coldest periods
were January 1 to 3, inclusive, January 25 and January 28 to 30, when
at Lincoln there were temperatures from 1° to 17°, which were from
1 to 17 degrees below the normal. Over most of the state minimum temperatures varied from zero to 13° below, but in southwestern Nebraska
January minimum temperatures did not drop to zero. Precipitation
ranged from 33% in central Nebraska to 91 % in the northwestern section, averaging about 50% of the normal. It came in the form of small
snow storms, and the snow disappeared shortly after falling, so that the
ground was bare throughout the state most of the month. The heaviest
snowfall at Lincoln was 1.2 i:nches on January 29, and the total for the
month was 2.1 inches, which is more than most of the central and western sections of the state received, but much less than fell in some localities in northern Nebraska, where the snowfall for the month ran from
5 to 10.5 inches. Precipitation periods at Lincoln were January 2 to 9,
11 and 12, 21, and 27 and 28, to a total of a quarter of an inch. Humidity and sunshine were about normal throughout the state in January.
The month of February, over the state as a whole, was warmer (5°)
than normal, especially in the northwestern section, but not so much
warmer than normal as were the preceding months of November, December and January. The first seventeen days of February were all
warmer than normal, but this was counteracted by the coldness of the
last eleven days, which, except for one day (February 20) were all
colder than normal, with zero temperatures or lower over most of the
state on February 25, 26 and 27. At Lincoln, the warmest days were
February 2, 3, 13 and 14, which were respectively 23, 27, 23 and 22 degrees above the normal, reaching a maximum of 69° on the 13th and 68°
on the 3rd, while the temperature dropped to 9 degrees below zero on
February 26, which was the coldest day of the month throughout the
state, the temperature dropping to -31 ° in Sheridan and Cherry Counties,
along the northern border of the state. Precipitation over the state as
a whole was about one-fifth greater than the normal, the northwestern
and southwestern sections receiving the most, the northeastern section
the least. At Lincoln the month was drier than normal, with .40 i:nch
on the 17th, .27 inch on the 24th, .06 inch on the 18th, .04 inch on the
21st, .01 inch on the 25th, and traces of precipitation on the 8th, 11th,
22nd and 23rd, totaling .17 inch less than the normal of .95 inch. At
Lincoln there was snowfall on February 8 and 11 (traces), 18, 21, 22
and 23 (traces), 24 and 25, the only considerable snow being that on
February 24, when 4.5 inches fell. Snows were general over the state
from February 17 to 25, heavier in the southern parts than in the
northern. For the most part, the February precipitation was rain, and
the snow did not accumulate to any considerable depth at any time, the
ground being bare most of the month. There was more than the average
amount of sunshine, relative humidity was less than normal, as was also
wind movement.
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With the coming of March the cold wave of February 21 to 28 ended,
and the weather for the first several days of March was much warmer.
At Lincoln, temperatures Qn March 1 to 6 ran from 1 to 15 degrees
above the normal, with the minimum at 25° and a maximum of 59° occurring on both March 2 and 4. This warm period was followed by somewhat colder weather during the second week in March. At Lincoln, the
temperatures from March 7 to 10 were from 3 to 10 degrees below the
normal. Then followed several days of warmer weather, when at Lincoln the temperature varied from 2 degrees below the normal to 22
degrees above it. A sharp cold spell on March 17 and 18, when the
minimum thermometer readings at Lincoln were 12° and 80, respectively,
was followed by a third warm period, extending at Lincoln from March
19 to 21, with temperatures from 6 to 17 degrees above the normal. The
last ten days of March were all cooler, with temperatures varying from
normal to 19 degrees below the normal, except for March 28, which was
7 degrees warmer than normal and had a maximum temperature at
Lincoln of 69°. Taken as a whole, at Lincoln the month was very
slightly warmer than normal. It was also a very dry month. On March
3 and 23 at Lincoln, there was precipitation of .04 inch, .02 inch fell on
March 9 and 16, .18 inch on March 17, .17 inch on March 22, traces on
March 21, 28, 29 and 31, and .33 inch on March 30. This precipitation
was all rain except that on March 9, 17, 22 and 30, on the three last
mentioned dates the snowfall at Lincoln amounting to 1.9, 1.8 and 1.7
inches, respectively. However, the snow soon disappeared on the ground.
There was less than the average amount of sunshine, relative humidity
was less than normal, and wind movement also was less than normal.
Common Mallard Duck banded No. 555414 on November 29, 1927, on
her right leg, and No. A604109 on May 27, 1933, on her left leg, returned unusually early this spring to Mr. F. J. Keller's Rainbow's End
Game Refuge near Antioch, Sheridan County, the actual date of return
being February 4 (cf. antea, i, p. 83). This makes her seventh consecutive spring return to her nest on Mr. Keller's barn roof, and her
eighth known year of residence at his Refuge. How many years more
she will live and be able to escape the gun of the hunter is problematical.
Banded individuals among her descendants have been shot as far north
as Canada and as far south as Arizona, Texas and Louisiana. Last
year her fourteen eggs were all undersized and infertile. Her 1934
history will be followed with much interest by N. O. U. members.
Mrs. Paul T. Heineman, of Plattsmouth, Cass County, reports under
date of February 26 that she has maintained a full food tray for the
birds for the last five winters, and that among the more usual visitors
to it are to be listed the Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Red-headed Woodpecker, Eastern Hairy Woodpecker,
Northern Downy Woodpecker, Northern Blue Jay, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch, Eastern Brown
Creeper, Eastern Cardinal, Eastern Slate-colered Junco, and, in the
early spring, the Tree Sparrow. As unusual visitors to the food tray
was a pair of Golden-crowned Kinglets in January of 1930 and an
Eastern Carolina Wren in January of 1933. Mrs. Heineman confines
her bird observations largely to her own yard, which is very favorably
situated near a small wooded ravine and within sight of the Missouri
River. She adds: "The times that I find most interesting are the very
cold weather when I have the most visitors at the food trays; the spring
period, before the leaves are out, with the new migrant arrivals; and
the summer, when some of my winter bird friends bring their young to
the suet and trays. It is surprising to note the many different kinds of
birds one may see in a restricted area by constant watchfulness and the
use of glasses."
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Additional records of the occurrence of the Pinon Jay in Nebraska
localities continued to be received during the spring. Mr. George Back
of Gothenburg, Dawson County, Nebraska, reported on February 16
that a group of Pinon Jays, sometimes as many as eight together, had
been seen in that vicinity during the winter. He gives its call as "a
single note, puk, puk." Mr. Back also stated in his letter that Eastern
Robins and Eastern Cardinals were present in the Gothenburg vicinity
during the past unusually warm winter. Dr. Walter D. Jensen of Grant,
Perkins County, reported on February 19 that a Pinon Jay appeared
there last autumn and remained through the winter. He says further:
"Its note is similar to that of the Catbird but much louder, and when
startled it has a purring whistle similar to that of the Flicker. It is
found most of the time working around trees infested with borers, so you
see it is quite a welcome guest." Miss Marian Day of Superior, Nuckolls
County, reported on March 8 that while driving, about February 15,
eighteen miles west of Superior, she and her mother saw a flock of from
twelve to fourteen Pinon Jays.
Mrs. H. C. Johnston of Superior reports under date of March 1 that
Mrs. Paul Schmeling saw two pairs of the Red-eyed Eastern Towhee
along the Republican River near Superior on January 16, and that Mrs.
Charles Groves saw one of these birds on the Little Blue River near
Oak, also in Nuckolls County, on February 11. Mr. Groves on January
5 saw two flocks of the Greater Prairie Chicken, containing altogether
about fifteen birds, four miles east of Superror.
Mrs. George W. Trine of Red Cloud, writes under date of March 2
that but few birds stayed within that town during the winter of 1933-34.
Not a single Eastern Cardinal was seen there all winter. Usually they
are to be noted rather frequently along the Republican River. One
Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker, some Eastern Hairy Woodpeckers and
several Northern Downy Woodpeckers came to Mrs. Trine's feedmg
table regularly, along with some Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadees,
and one Eastern Brown Creeper was seen daily practically throughout
the winter. Up to the date of writing no Eastern Robins had been seen.
Under date of March 6, Mrs. Lily R. Button of Fremont reports that
Eastern Robins and Eastern Common Bluebirds were numerous on one
of the islands in the Platte River opposite Fremont all through the
winter. On February 1 an Eastern Robin appeared in the town of Fremont, but did not stay. The last week in February they appeared in
town quite generally. Mrs. Button says two Northern Blue Jays have
been about her house all winter.
Mr. W. E. Brooks of Elgin, Nebraska, reports through Mr. Dana
Anderson of St. Edward, under date of March 15, that he had a flicker
box on his premises that was occupied last summer but that blew down
during the wmter in one of the wind storms. A few days before the
date of reporting, a pair of Northern Yellow-shafted Flickers were in
the tree in which the flicker box had been located, and seemed to be
looking for their last summer's home. Mr. Brooks got a ladder and put
the house up in its accustomed place. The birds did not even fly out of
the tree, but as soon as the box was up and Mr. Brooks had returned to
the ground they immediately entered the old home aud took possession.
Under date of March 29, Mr. V. W. Binderup of Minden, Kearney
County, writes that at that time there was an unusually large number
of Lesser Snow Geese and American Pintail ducks on the Platte River
along the northern boundary of that county. Many local bird observers,
he states, CQntend that they never have seen so many of these birds
there before at this trme of the year, which he regards as an encouraging indication. He states that, if adequate protection could be given by
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the state at the concentration points along our streams during the proper
periods, he believes that we would soon again have these birds present
consistently in abundance.
Under date of March 29, Mr. Harold Turner of Bladen, Nebraska,
states that a Sparrow Hawk (subsp. ?) was noted a few miles west of
Norman, in Kearney County, on January 15, and that a female of this
species took lodging about his farm home, located in Adams County
between Holstein and Bladen, during the stormy night of March 17.
He mentions also that he saw a Marsh Hawk on January 20, and several
others of that species since then. On March 17, a Cooper Hawk in the
immature plumage, several American Rough-legged Hawks, and an
American Barn Owl were noted during a walk up Sand Creek Valley, in
Adams County, the last mentioned species having been observed at close
range. On March 18, in the same locality, a Red-tailed Hawk and an
American Rough-legged Hawk were noted. On March 28, a very dark
specimen of the Red-tailed Hawk was seen, and identified as probably a
Harlan Red-tailed Hawk. Mr. Turner states that during the snow storm
on February 25, a female Eastern Hairy Woodpecker appeared in his
yard, and what presumably was the same bird was again seen there on
March 5.
From the Omaha Nature Study Club, through Mr. L. O. Horsky, comes
under date of April 12 a report on the birds observed in that vicinity
since the Holiday season. On December 23, 1933, Mr. William Marsh
observed a Bronzed Grackle and six Harris Sparrows at Elmwood Park.
The Bronzed Grackle was subsequently seen once in January by Mrs. J.
Franklyn Holly, while Harris Sparrows were seen by Miss Elizabeth
Rooney on January 20 and again by Mr. Marsh on March 18. Mr. O. L.
Stoltenberg noted a Western Meadowlark on his farm between Florence
and Bennington on December 25. Tree Sparrows were seen by Mr.
Marsh near Elmwood Park on December 31 and by Miss Mary Ellsworth
at Carter Lake on March 27. An Eastern Screech Owl was noted in
Elmwood Park by Mr. Marsh on January 7. A Sparrow Hawk (subsp. ?)
was seen in Forest Lawn Cemetery on January 20 by Miss Mary Ellsworth. Mr. L. O. Horsky saw wintering Eastern Robins and Eastern
Common Bluebirds in the Fontenelle Reserve on January 20, and the
latter species were also present in Mrs. Fred Grouseman's bird sanctuary throughout the winter. Mr. Horsky noted Pine Siskins at Riverview
Park on January 27, and Mr. Marsh saw them at Elmwood Park on
March 4. Two of the more striking features of this winter's bird population were the abundance of Red-breasted Nuthatches in Elmwood
Park, where they were observed throughout the winter subsequent to
the Christmas Census by Messrs. Marsh and Horsky, and the comparative absence there of Red Crossbills, which are usually to be found in
Elmwood Park when in the Omaha vicinity. The Long-eared Owls,
which had been regular residents in this park for over twenty years,
seem now to have disappeared, probably frightened away by the C. W. A.
work on the new golf course.
.

Two coveys of Bob-whites were seen by Messrs. William Frenking and
George Weir on a farm near Nashville, Washington County, where they
were being fed, on February 6, and the farmer reported to them that
about a half-dozen Eastern Robins had frequently been seen by him
feeding with the Bob-whites. A pair of Eastern Purple Finches was
noted by Mr. Marsh near Brownell Hall on February 11. The first
seventeen days of February were decided.1y above normal in temperature, and on February 14 Miss Elizabeth Rooney noted four Eastern
Robins in Forest Lawn Cemetery. Mrs. J. Franklyn Holly in Keystone
Park and Mrs. Fred Grouseman at her home reported hearing Western
Meadowlarks on the same day. On February 17 and 19, Mr. Richard
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Abboud reported a large flock of Canada Geese on Carter Lake, and on
the latter date they were walking on the ice as there was a decided
change to colder weather between those dates. Beginning with the 18th
the temperature for the remainder of February was decidedly below
normal with snow on that date and again on the 24th and subzero temperatures on the 26th and 27th. Dr. C. A. Mitchell of Omaha reports
that he saw two Red-bellied Woodpeckers near Kountze Park in Omaha
on February 20.
The first five days of March averaged from 8 to 12 degrees above
normal, and on March 9 Miss Mary Ellsworth reported the first migrant
Eastern Robin, while Mr. Horsky saw his first migrant Eastern Robin
in Elmwood Park on March 11. Mr. Marsh noted Lesser Scaups at
George's Lake on March 11. On the following day, with the temperature 21 degrees above the normal, there was a migration wave of
Canada Geese, Eastern Robins and Eastern Common Bluebirds. On
March 15, Mr. HorsKY heard his first Eastern Robin in song, and on the
next day the Sparrow Hawks returned to their old haunts on his home
premises. On March 19, he saw four Bronzed Grackles and on March 20
heard the first Western Meadowlark on his home grounds and the first
early morning robin chorus, when the minimum temperature was at 41
the highest for the month both before and after that date. The remainder of the month, beginning with the 22nd, was subnormal, with
the exception of the 28th and 29th, and it was during thrs period that
Miss Mary Ellsworth noted a flock of Redheads, carefully estimated at
300 birds, on March 24 on Carter Lake, of which there were still about
100 left on March 31 and about 40 on April 8. At Carter Lake on March
24 Miss Mary Ellsworth saw also thirty Lesser Scaups, four American
Pintails and from 100 to 150 Northern American Coots, as well as the
Northern Killdeer and Red-winged Blackbirds. Mr. Horsky noted the
Northern Shrike on his home grounds on March 25, and on March 26
Mayor Roy N. Towl noted waxwings (American Bohemian ?) on his
home grounds. Mayor Towl states that his family looks for the arrival
of the waxwings each year, to eat their Russian cranberries. On March
27, Miss Ellsworth noted two Baldpates, twenty-five Shovellers, two
Lesser Yellow-legs, two American Herring Gulls and one Eastern Belted
Kingfisher. Northern Purple Martin scouts were first observed by
Mr. Leonard Nichols on his martin house on March 28, and by Mr. F. J.
Jodeit on his martin house on April 3. Also on March 28, Miss Marjorie
Disbrow observed the first Western Mourning Dove and Miss Mary
Ellsworth and Mrs. Arthur Greer in Hummel Park saw four Eastern
Phoebes, six Eastern Common Bluebirds and an American Goldfinch,
the latter in process of molting to summer plumage.
0

,

Mr. William Marsh saw Eastern Common Bluebirds nest-building in
Elmwood Park on April 1. Mr. Horsky heard his first Western Field
Sparrow on April 3. A pair of Eastern Robins had completed their
nest in the yard of the Misses Emma and Mary Ellsworth on April 5.
Miss Mary Ellsworth noted the arrival of the Red-eyed Eastern Towhee
and Eastern Chipping Sparrow on Aprrl 7. On April 8, in addition to
the forty Redheads, Miss Ellsworth saw ten Baldpates, six Lesser
Scaups and fifteen Northern Killdeers.
Under date of April 1, Mrs. A. H. Jones of Hastings reports on the
migration record at that place covering the first quarter of 1934. She
mentions first a previously overlooked observation of the American
Magpie at Homer, Dakota County, Nebraska, on December 26, 1933, by
Miss Garde Hansen of Hastings. The Hastings record proper then
follows. On January 13, Mrs. E. R. Maunder noted the Common Redshafted Flicker, and on January 14, Mrs. A. H. Staley recorded the first
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Eastern Robin of the year, a singing bird. Mr. A. H. Jones noted nine
Greater Prairie Chickens eight miles northeast of Minden, Kearney
County, on Jannary 19. The Harris Sparrow was seen by Mrs. A. E.
Olsen on January 29. American Pintails were seen near Hastings by
Dr. Laird on February 4, while Mr. A. M. Brooking noted heavy flights
of these ducks on February 16, and on February 18 Miss Margaret
Diemer saw thousands of them, and also a few Green-winged Teals, on
the Platte River in Hall County, north of Hastings. Miss M. Caryle
Sylla noted the Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker on February 11.
The Sparrow Hawk (subsp. 1) was noted by Mrs. A. E. Olsen on
March 2, and a migrant Eastern Robin by Mrs. A. M. Brooking on
March 3. On March 10, Mrs. A. M. Jones saw three Red-winged Blackbirds (subsp. 1) and the Misses Zetta and Nelle Rowe saw an Eastern
Ruby-crowned Kinglet. The first Eastern Common Bluebird was seen
by Miss Carrie Hansen on March 11, on which date she noted also a
Long-eared Owl, while also on this day Mr. Vernon Taggart recorded
the first Northern Killdeer, Mrs. Brooking and Miss Sylla noted large
Horned Larks which they believed to be the Hoyt Horned Lark, and Mr.
Addison Adams saw twelve Western Meadowlarks. Prof. John M. Moulton's ornithology class from Hastings College noted the Canvas-back
and Lesser Scaup ducks on March 12. On March 14, Mrs. A. H. Jones
observed Lesser Snow Geese, the American Buff-breasted Merganser
and the (Migrant 1) Loggerhead Shrike. Miss Margaret Diemer, on
March 18, noted the American Rough-legged Hawk, saw fifty-five Sandhill Cranes feeding in a pasture, observed some gulls identified as the
Ring-billed Gull, and noted the arrival of the American Common Pipit
and Eastern Meadowlark.
On March 19, Mrs. A. M. Brooking noted a Red-tailed Hawk and the
Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch at Grand Island, Hall County, and on
this same date Mesdames A. H. and A. M. Jones and Miss Martha
Cousley saw seventeen Cedar Waxwings. On March 20, a fine warm
day, Mr. and Mrs. Brooking flushed a covey of about fifteen Bob-whites
on the road near Bladen, Webster County, and Mrs. Brooking saw a
Red-bellied Woodpecker, and heard its rasping call, in the timber along
the Republican River south of Naponee, Franklin County, which is
believed to be the farthest west that this species has yet been recorded
in Nebraska. Canada Geese (subsp. 1), Blue Geese and White-fronted
Geese were all noted by Mrs. A. H. Jones on March 25, and the Shoveller
was also seen on that date, as well as the (Saskatchewan 1) Horned
Lark. Mr. Winston Jones recorded the Western Mourning Dove for
March 26. Mesdames A. H. and A. M. Jones found the Tufted Titmouse
and Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch at Nelson, Nuckolls County, on
March 27. This record of the Tufted Titmouse is a little farther to the
west than the observation of the species at Oak. in the same county, on
January 21, 1933, by Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Brooking (antea, i, p. 44), and
about the same distance west as Mrs. Glen Chapman's observation of
the species south of Aurora, Hamilton County, on October 22, 1933
(antea, ii, p. 12). All of these westernmost records for the Tufted Titmouse are from along the 98th meridian. Five Bronzed Grackles arrived in Mrs. A. H. Jones' yard on March 28. On March 29, Mr. A. H.
Jones saw several hundred Sandhill Cranes feeding in a field near Kearney, Buffalo County, and on April 1, Mrs. A. H. Jones, with Miss Sylla,
saw a flock of seventy-six Sandhill Cranes fly low over her house in
Hastings, calling loudly enough that their calls were heard inside the
house. A Greater Prairie Chicken was seen near the Fort Kearny
road on March 29. On April 1, Mrs. Brooking and Miss Sylla found
Northern Killdeers common in Heartwell Park and noted numerous
Loggerhead Shrikes. On ApriI 2, Song Sparrows were noted by Mrs.

48

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

A. M. Brooking and Mrs. Jesse Marian. On April 4, the flickers arrived
in full force; many of both the Common Red-shafted and Northern
Yellow-shafted species were reported in the parks by Mrs. A. M. Jones
and Mrs. J. D. Fuller.
Mrs. Jones further reports that on January 21 she and Mr. Jones
noted a large flock of Greater Prairie Chickens five miles west of Thedford, Thomas County. They counted sixty-six birds in the flock, which
they estimated to contain a total of about seventy-five individuals, as
the birds flew rather low across the road ahead of them. On a lake
near Alliance, on January 23, Mrs. Jones saw four male and four female
Common Mallards. On March 14 she and Mr. Jones were over-night
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Nelson, at the Nebraska National Forest
Reserve near Halsey, Thomas County, of which Mr. Nelson is Superintendent. Early on the morning of the 15th she was awakened by a
bird song which she thought bore some resemblance to that of the Redeyed Vireo, but was much more beautiful. After hearing the song repeated
many times, she located and identified the songster as the Townsend
Solitaire, of which there were two individuals in the cedars near the
house. When not flitting about and singing, they were busy feeding in
their characteristic manner. Mr. Nelson informed Mrs. Jones that these
birds had been singing about the Reserve since about March 1. On this
same date Mrs. Jones noted the Northern Pine Siskin in the Reserve,
and also on March 15 at the edge of one of the lakes in the sand hills
near Alliance, she identi'fied twenty-four American Herring Gulls, in
company with thousands of American Pintail ducks. On March 1H,
Mrs. Jones saw a Greater Prairie Chicken near Sidney, Cheyenne County,
and on that day near the same place saw also eight American Magpies.
Hundreds of Sandhill Cranes were seen in flight on the same day near
Cozad, Dawson County, and also great numbers of male Red-winged
Blackbirds in the marshy ditches along the roadside, while hundreds of
American Pintails were feeding in the corn fields.
Under date of April 14, Mrs. A. M. Brooking reports that on April 7
she, with Mr. Brooking, visited the Platte River in Hall County, north
of Hastings, and in following along the south side of the river encountered large flocks of Lesser Snow Geese and Sandhill Cranes. But the
thrill of the day was when near to the Wood River bridge a flock of thirteen Whooping Cranes were sighted flying very high. They came down
to the river, affording an excellent view of them.
In the last number of the Review (antea, p. 18) mention was made of
a freshly shot male Short-eared Owl that was brought to Mr. G. E.
Hudson at the Zoology Department of the University on December 2,
1933. On January 6, 1934, another freshly shot male of this same
species was found dead in the road by Miss Florence Schrepf, and was
also brought to Mr. Hudson for preservation. Dr. W. J. Himmel of
Lincoln reports noting the following resident species during January:
Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker (26th), Eastern Hairy Woodpecker
(27th and February 14), Northern Downy Woodpecker (6th), Northern
Blue Jay (27th), Prairie Horned Lark (26th, and February 14), Eastern
Crow (6th), Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadee (5th), Eastern Whitebreasted Nuthatch (17th), Eastern Cardinal (5th), Eastern Slate-colored
Junco (6th), and Tree Sparrow (17th). On January 6, and again on
February 11, Dr. Himmel noted a Sparrow Hawk (Eastern n, and on
January 6 two Short-eared Owls. On this same date he noted a flock
of geese. On January 27 he saw about fifty American Pintails sitting
on the ice of a pond north of Lincoln on 27th Street, and at this same
place saw about 100 of these ducks on February 10 and thirty-four of
them on FeJ2ruary 14. On February 11, Mr. Hudson saw about ninety
of these ducks, of which about one-third were females, sitting on the ice.
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Mr. E. F. Powell reports that he observed a male Bronzed Grackle in
the garden at his home at 1136 South 40th Street, on February 4, and
Dr. Himmel likewi'se noted an individual of this species on February 17.
Dr. Himmel noted two Marsh Hawks on February 10 and nine Western
Meadowlarks on February 14. On February 11, Mr. Hudson saw an
American Rough-legged Hawk, several Prairie Horned Larks, numerous
Eastern Crows, several Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadees, four Eastern Cardinals and numerous Tree Sparrows. On February 18, in company with Mr. W. E. Beed, Mr. Hudson camped out over night at Rock
Bluff, Cass County, on the Missouri River. At this location they noted
two Eastern Red-tailed Hawks and an immature male Northern Yellowshafted Flicker, and collected one of the hawks, an adult male, and
the flicker. Other species noted by them there were one Western
Mourning Dove, several Northern Downy Woodpeckers, one Northern
Blue Jay, about twenty-five Eastern Crows, an abundance of Longtailed Black-capped Chickadees (a male collected), one Tufted Titmouse,
about twenty-five Rusty Blackbirds, numerous Eastern Cardinals, a
towhee somewhat doubtfully identified as the Red-eyed Eastern Towhee,
numerous Eastern Slate-colored Juncos, several Shufeldt Oregon Juncos,
an abundance of Tree Sparrows, and numerous Harris Sparrows.
The first Eastern Robin and Eastern Common Bluebird (male) were
seen on March 4, on which date Prof. Don B. Whelan noted more flocks
of geese. The first Eastern Robins were seen in town at L,incoln on March 5,
on which date the)! were noted by several observers. Dr. Himmel noted
eighty-four American Pintails on North 27th Street on March 5, while on
March 11, according to Mr. G. E. Hudson, these ducks were present at
Capitol Beach to the total number of several thousand birds, mostly
males, but including also many females, along with a few (about ten
per cent) of Common Mallards of both sexes, four male and two female
Shovellers and four male Lesser Scaups. There were also present
twelve Blue Geese in the adult plumage. On March 12, Dr. Himmel
noted ten male and nine female Common Mallards, a male Shoveller,
three male Lesser Scaups and about thirty Red-winged Blackbirds. On
March 17, Mr. Hudson noted about 125 Lesser Snow Geese in a flock,
along with about seventy-five Blue Geese, and collected one immature
bird of the latter species. Ducks noted on this date included about 100
American Pintails, representing both sexes, about eight Green-winged
Teals, about a half-dozen Redheads, and about eight Lesser Scaups.
Other birds noted on March 17 by Mr. Hudson included an (Eastern ?)
Sparrow Hawk, a Short-eared Owl and numerous Western Meadowlarks,
several of which were singing.
On March 25, Mr. Hudson noted as new arrivals about thirty Whitefronted Geese, about six Baldpates (both sexes represented), three male
Northern Ruddy Ducks, four Northern Killdeers, two gulls somewhat
doubtfully identified as the Ring-billed, the Eastern Common Meadowlark (one heard singing) and the Red-winged Blackbil"d, of which latter
species a male was definitely identified and heard singing, while several
flocks of from thirty to sixty blackbirds, too far off to identify, may
also have included Red-wings. Other species seen on March 25 included
about twenty Common Mallards, 300 to 400 American Pintails, about
fifteen Green-winged Teals, a pair of Shovellers, about thirty Lesser
Scaups (all these ducks including both sexes), an American Roughlegged Hawk, two Marsh Hawks, two Short-eared Owls, a very shy
shrike which may have been a Northern Shrike, numerous Western
Meadowlarks, and several Tree Sparrows. The arrival of the Western
Mourning Dove was noted by Prof. Raymond Roberts on March 26.
These birds disappeared with the storm of March 29 to 31, but reappeared in force on April 1. Dr. J. P. Williams reported seeing a
Cedar Waxwing in the trees in his yard at 2930 Van Dorn Street about
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March 28, and Mrs. AddisDn E. SheldDn saw a small flDCk ,of them in
her yard at 1319 SDuth 23rd Street ,on April 1.
On April 1, ,on a trip tD King's PDnd and then tD CapitDI Beach, Mr.
HudsDn nDted a flDCk ,of geese cDntaining twenty-five White-frDnted
Geese, abDut 100 Lesser SnDw Geese, and abDut fifty Blue Geese, in a
wheat field near CapitDI Beach. Separately frDm these, he nDted three
Lesser Canada Geese, abDut five White-frDnted Geese, and abDut twenty
Lesser SnDw Geese. On this day he ,observed alsD abDut five CDmmDn
Mallards, abDut twenty-five Baldpates, abDut 300 American Pintails,
abDut fDrty Green-winged Teals, abDut sixty ShDvellers, tWD male Redheads, abDut sixty Lesser Scaups, a scaup duck with a greenish head,
dearly seen reflected in the sun, which may have been a Greater Scaup,
abDut six NDrthern Killdeers, three ShDrt-eared Owls, a Western BurrDwing Owl that flew ,out frDm under a culvert at CapitDI Beach, five
gulls identified as prDbably the Ring-billed, and tWD shrikes identified
as prDbably the Migrant LDggerhead Shrike. The arrival ,of the Purple
Martin was repDrted ,on April 2 by PrDf. and Mrs. DDn B. Whelan, WhD
saw them at their hDme at 3855 Orchard Street. AlthDugh the first
migrant Red-winged Blackbirds had been nDted ,on March 12, by April 1
these birds were present abundantly in the LincDln vicinity, as nDted by
M. H. Swenk, large flDcks ,of them rDDsting at night in the trees in
Wyuka Cemetery, alDng with an almDst €qual abundance ,of BrDnzed
Grackles. On April 3 and 4, many SparrDw Hawks ,of bDth sexes, several
,of them rather definitely identified at clDse range as the Eastern SparrDW Hawk, were ,observed between LincDln and Omaha by M. H. Swenk,
WhD nDted alsD a CDDper Hawk, tWD Dr three American Rough-legged
Hawks, and several NDrthern Killdeers and Western MDurning DDves.
On April 5, ,on a trip tD King's PDnd ,on the Little Salt and then tD
CapitDI Beach, Mr. HudsDn nDted nine Lesser Canada Geese (a female
cDllected), abDut seventy-five Lesser SnDw Geese, and abDut thirty Blue
Geese. New arrivals ,on that day included a male Gadwall, abDut twenty
Blue-winged Teals, seven cranes identified as prDbably the Sandhill
Crane in a pasture ,on Little Salt, a WilsDn Snipe, eight Lesser YellDwlegs, and ,one each ,of the PectDral Sandpiper and Baird Sandpiper.
Other water birds nDted by Mr. HudsDn ,on this trip were abDut fifteen
Baldpates, abDut 100 American Pintails, abDut fifty Green-winged Teals,
abDut 150 ShDvellers, abDut fifty Lesser Scaups, numerDUS NDrthern
Killdeers, and tWD gulls identified as prDbably the Ring-billed. Other
birds nDted as new arrivals were the Brewer Blackbird (abDut twenty,
apparently all males), and the Eastern CDwbird (seven). Nine ShDrteared Owls were flushed frDm the grass alDng Little Salt, numerDUS
Saskatchewan HDrned Larks were seen, including a juvenile bird that
cDuld have been caught, several L,oggerhead Shrikes identified as prDbably the Migrant, several Eastern CDmmDn MeadDwlarks heard singing
alDng Little Salt (with the Western MeadDwlark heard alsD singing at
the same time frDm the higher gr,ound), and several Tree Sparr,ows.
AnDther migrant added fDr Linc,oln by Mr. HudsDn ,on April 5 was the
Eastern PhDebe. On April 8, he added the LecDnte Sparr,ow (,one seen)
and the Western Field SparrDw. Other species seen ,on April 8 were six
Lesser SnDw Geese, abDut twenty-five Baird Sandpipers, and seven
ShDrt-eared Owls. Fresh Eastern CrDw eggs were likewise fDund ,on
April 8. On April 14, Mr. Huds,on nDted eight Franklin Gulls and ,one
CDmm,on LincDln SparrDw, as new arrivals, and ,on this day ,observed
alsD Great HDrned Owls, three N,orthern Purple Martins, tWD Tufted
Titmice (heard), and several Harris SparrDws. A nest ,of the Eastern
CDmmDn Bluebird with fresh eggs was fDund, as well as several Eastern Cr,ow nests, with fresh tD well incubated eggs. PrDf. RaymDnd
RDberts n,oted the Eastern Chipping SparrDw ,on April 15, and NDrthern
Purple Martins were CDmmDn by that date.
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HERE AND THERE WITH THE N. O. U. MEMBERS
The last year of the N. O. U. has been a very unusual one in the
number of members it has lost by death. The passing of Mrs. A. T. Hill
of Hastings on July 14, 1933, of Mr. Frederick G. Collins on November
13, 1933, and of Dr. Robert H. Wolcott on January 23, 1934, have
already been sorrowfully recorded. We regret that we must now also
announce the decease of Mr. Thomas D. Griffin of Hardy, Nuckolls
County, on December 6, 1933. Mrs. Griilin joined the N. O. U. in 1924,
and Mr. Griffin became a member with her some years later. Mr.
Griffin had a very genuine interest in bird life, and members of the
N. O. U. will recall the notes that he sent in from time to time for our
Letter of Information. He will be much missed by the Nuckolls County
group of bird students, especially, and we are sure the members of the
N. O. U. join with us in extending sincere sympathy to Mrs. Griffin at
this time.
,
Under date of March 5, Mr. Dana Anderson of St. Edward, Boone
County, Nebraska, writes as follows: "You know how difficult it is to
get an Eastern Cardinal visitor in this part of Nebraska. We had a
male living and roosting in my bird garden. Its favorite roosting place
was in a trimmed cedar. It was caught, evidently at night, in this
favorite roost, and nothing was left but the bill, feet and some feathers.
Since then no cats have been getting away on my place."
On the evening of April 7, 1934, ten bird lovers and students met at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Tout and organized the North Platte
Bird Club., Mr. Tout was elected as President, Mr. J. C. Hollman as
Vice-President, and Mrs. A. H. Bivans as Secretary-Treasurer, of the
new organization. As most members of the N. O. U. know, Mr. Tout
has from its start been actively interested in our organization; in fact
he is now, with Mrs. Tout, Prof. Bruner and your Secretary-Treasurer,
one of the four surviving active Charter members of the N. O. U., and
served us as President in 1905-06. Both Mr. and Mrs. Tout (nee Miss
Nell Harrison) joined the N. O. U. in 1900. Mrs. Tout, as well as Mr.
Tout, has kept up her interest in bird study through the years, and has
given many talks on birds before women's clubs, schools and other
organizations. Miss Rebecca Tout, their daughter, also helped in organizing the club, as she is both active and interested in bird study. Mr.
Hollman is an attorney of North Platte, who became interested in bird
study when taking a course in ornithology at the University of Iowa
about twenty years ago, and Mrs. Hollman subsequently became interested in bird study through contagion. Mrs. Bivans also became interested in bird study through the college courses which she took.
Others who assisted in forming the organization were Miss Ruth Moon,
a teacher in the North Platte schools, who previously had been a member of the Bruner Bird Club of Lincoln; Miss Frances Kimball. another
teacher in the North Platte schools, who became interested in bird study
through her work as a Campfire Guardian; Mrs. Carl Collister, whose
mother was an active member of the Brooking Bird Club at Hastings
before Mrs. Collister left there; and Mr. Harry Weakley, who became
interested in bird study while a student at the University of Nebraska,
later causing Mrs. Weakley to become interested also. Others also have
had considerable experience in the study of birds in the field. Mr. Tout
says that Charter membership in the North Platte Bird Club will be left
open for a month, and then closed. Monthly meetings, with a program
at each meeting, substituting field trips for meetings in the summer
months, are planned. He further states that it is the intention to have
every family represented in the membership of the N. O. U. as soon as
they become members of the North Platte Bird Club. We extend our
greetings and best wishes to our newest local bird club, and hope and
believe that it will accomplish a great deal.
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The Nuttall Ornithological Club. Organized in 1873.
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The American Ornithologists' Union. Organized September 26,
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a year. Editor:, Dr. Witmer Stone, Academy of Natural
Sciences, Logan Square, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
The Wilson Ornithological Club. Organized December 3, 1888.
Publishes The Wilson Bulletin quarterly. Subscription one
dollar and fifty cents a year (in the United States) and two
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The Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Organized December 16,
1899. Publishes The Nebraska Bird Review quarterly. Subscription one dollar a year. Editor: Prof. Myron H. Swenk,
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and fifty cents (in the United States), one dollar and seventyfive cents (outside of the United States). Editor: Dr. Frank
M. Chapman, American Museum of Natural History, New
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The Essex County (Massachusetts) Ornithological Club. Organized in 1918. Publishes Bulletin of the Essex County Ornithological
Club. Salem, Massachusetts.
The Iowa Ornithologists' Union. Organized February 28, 1923.
Publishes Io'«'a Bird Life quarterly. Subscription one dollar
(in Iowa) or fifty cents (outside of Iowa) a year. Editor:
Mr. Fred J. Pierce, Winthrop, Iowa.
The Tennessee Ornithological Society. Publishes The Migrant
quarterly. Subscription sixty cents a year. Editor: Mr.
George B. Woodring, 1414 Stratton Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee.

